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Dear Families: We have been off and running this school year with many exciting changes to our instruction and 

focus as well as in our family involvement efforts.  We invite you to read about what’s happening at Pleasant Street 
School in this month’s newsletter. 
 

School Improvement and Raising Student Achievement 

While we have made progress in student learning- it has not been enough- and we believe we can teach our 
students to think and perform at much higher levels through more systematic assessment, tiered intervention 
and support for struggling learners, and instructional differentiation so that children of wide ability levels are 
individually challenged to reach high standards.  As we continue to align our instructional programs to the 
Massachusetts Common Core State Standards we will more clearly communicate learning expectations and 
standards to children and families as well as maintain high expectations for children's learning and their use of 
higher order thinking skills. No worries- children are far more capable than they are sometimes given credit!  
Working together we can help all children achieve more. 
Our formal school improvement efforts include: 

 Strategic Objective 1: To improve student achievement by implementing curricula aligned to new standards, 
ensuring alignment between written and taught curricula, and ensuring that all students have an opportunity 
to access appropriate content. 

 Strategic Objective 2: To improve student achievement through coordinated implementation of research-
based instructional techniques including higher order thinking strategies (HOTS), tiered instruction, and 
behavior interventions. 

Strategic Objective 3: To improve student achievement by reviewing, developing, standardizing, and 
implementing a system of formative, benchmark, and summative assessment practices which allows student 
data to be more readily accessed by students, parents, teachers, policy makers, and administrators. 

Strategic Objective 4: To improve student achievement by improving the culture of the school through clear 
guidelines that identifies and implements student supports. 

We need families to support us in our efforts too!  Please consider the following ways you can partner with 
the school as we improve student learning: 

 Maintain consistent and punctual school attendance. 

 Check homework folder and/or student agenda and insure homework is completed each day. 

 Stay informed of school events by reading notices, returning permission slips, attending conferences, 
and asking your child or children about their school day 

 Read with your child or children at least 15 minutes each day. Making this one commitment will 
improve your child's reading ability and interest in learning. 



 Consider participating in the PTO Three4me campaign to promote family involvement and 
volunteering opportunities in the school. 

 Our school improvement council needs additional members- Please let Principal Ellis know if you are 
interested in knowing more about this council. 

 Parent/ Teacher Organization- meets the first Monday of each month from 6:00-7:00 pm. Membership 
is open and childcare is provided. PTO is a great way to be involved in the school! 

We do believe all children can achieve at high levels and that through working effectively and strategically 
together- families, students, teachers, support staff, and administration- we will raise the overall achievement 
level for all students in our school and district. 

We thank you in advance for your support. 

Principal Dianne Ellis 

Open House/ Parent & Teacher Conferences 
Thank you to the many families who came out for our Open House on September 24th.    It was a standing 
room only for a while as many families came out for this annual event. Thank you so much for coming.  As you 
know, your children take special joy in being able to show you their class and to meet teachers.  Please mark 
your calendars now and plan to schedule a time for parent/teacher conferences that are held on November 
18th:  3:30-5:00 pm and on November 19th:  6:00-7:30 pm.  
 

School Store 
Our PTO sponsored school store is now open each Friday during the lunches.  Most novelty items and pencils 
are sold for $1.00 or less. 
 

Family Movie Night 
We had a good turnout for our PTO sponsored movie night on Oct. 4th.  We had cozy blankets, sleeping bags, pillows and 
popcorn and had a good time watching the movie Epic.  Congratulations to Kiley Cote for being our raffle prize winner 
who took the DVD home at the end of the night.   

 
Lost & Found- Please check the lost and found. It is way too early in the year for us to have so 

many items already piling up!  We haven’t even hit the real cold weather yet when lost mittens, hats, 
and jackets are added to our collection. 
 

Speaking of Weather- Children need to be dressed in layers this time of year as we move 

solidly into the fall season.   Please label all clothing items with your child’s name.  This makes it much easier 
to reunite lost items or clear up any questions if children clothing items that look the same as classmates or 
other students.   

PTO Teacher of the Year 
Congratulations to Mrs. Darlene Goldthwaite for being selected as 
the 2012-2103 PTO Teacher of the Year for her support and 
involvement in PTO activities at the school.  In honor of this 
award, the PTO purchased a new 32” flat screen television for her 
kindergarten class.  While these kindergarteners are way too 
active and busy for much TV time at school, there is something 
quite lovely about watching a short PBS program during indoor 
recess on a rainy day! 
 



School Health Office 

Hello everyone!  I would like to first thank all the parents for passing in immunization and physical exam 
records in a timely manner.  All kindergarten students need their 5 year physical on file along with up to date 
immunizations.  I have informed parents/ guardians of students with incomplete files and will be sending out a 
second round of notices next week.  I also need a current physical for all fourth grade students.  If parents/ 
guardians have any questions about these requirements please contact me in the health office.   
  I have been talking to students this month about playground safety.  Please make sure that students 
are coming to school in comfortable shoes that adhere to the school dress code.  Flip flops and high heels are 
difficult to run in and I see many students in the office who have fallen while playing outside due to these 
types of shoes.  A good alternative for girls who wear dress shoes is to bring a pair of sneakers to play in during 
recess.   
 I have been working with students in the health office to educate on the importance of hand washing.  
Hand washing is the single most effective way to prevent the spread of the cold and flu and it is very important 
to teach students this simple way to stay healthy! 
 I am excited for the coming months and serving this school and community as the school nurse.  I 
encourage parents to contact me if they have any questions or concerns related to their children’s healthcare 
needs while in school.  It is my goal to provide excellent care for students as well as promote a healthy and safe 
learning environment.   
Here is to a healthy and happy school year! 
Mrs. Lajoie , RN 
School Nurse  

 
Band and Chorus Begins!  
Pictured to the right is our new music teacher Mr. James Mercier 
instructing new saxophone and trumpet players.  We are pleased to 
have a strong interest and high participation rates in our band and 
choral programs this year.   

 
Three4me Campaign 
Our PTO has agreed to take part in a national PTA 
campaign to increase family involvement with their 
children’s’ schools.  Three for Me is a National PTA 
program designed to effectively involve parents 
and families in support of children and their education. This program will help PTAs/PTOs 

and parents find different ways to volunteer at home, in school, and in the community—all which support 
student learning. This way, parents can volunteer when they have time during the day, in the evening or on 
the weekends. For more information about this campaign please visit www.three4me.com or call the school 
office.  
 
Announcing………our 2014 Pleasant Street School Art Calendar! 

We are taking prepublication orders for our debut 2014 Pleasant Street School Art Calendar.  This beautiful 
calendar features selections of art from our students.  The prepublication price is $12 dollars.  The regular 
purchase price for the calendar will be $15 contingent upon availability.  Don’t miss out and send your order 
and payment in advance by December 1, 2013.   We will post a sample picture from the calendar on our 
webpage within the coming week.  Special thanks to Mrs. Magee our art teacher and community member 
Meredith Dedinas for their work in creating these calendars with our students over the course of the 2012-
2013 school year. 

http://www.three4me.com/


Classroom News 
 

Kindergarten News 

Hello from Kindergarten! 
 
We have all adjusted quite nicely to the schedule and routine of the new school year.  We are well into the 
swing of things!  We still continue to reinforce our school and classroom rules on a daily basis.  Our biggest 
challenge still continues to be remembering to give our peers personal space and to keep our hands to 
ourselves.  We thank you for helping us at home by reinforcing these school safety rules with your child.  It 
helps if they know we are working together. 
 
The month of October is such a busy time.  We welcomed autumn and said good bye to summer!  This month 
we will continue to look at the beauty and changes of the season.  We will practice fire safety drills during Fire 
Safety week.  We will estimate the size and weight of a big pumpkin and make some fun changes to it too!  
During the month of October we will also learn about a special explorer and do some of our own exploring 
around our school. 
 
The standards we will cover in October include letter names and letter sounds; beginning and ending sounds 
of words; rhyming words; sight words; syllables in words; and word and sentence length.  We will also cover 
numbers 1-10; patterning; and shapes. 
The weather is getting cooler, especially in the mornings.  Please make sure your child’s outdoor clothes are 
labeled with his/her name or initials.  We also ask that you update their change of clothes to be appropriate 
for our changing season weather. 
 
Thank you for the donations of tissues, hand soap, and antibacterial wipes.  We really appreciate it!  We can 
always use those items in our rooms!  Thank you in advance for these continued donations. 
We look forward to meeting with you in the middle of November for conferences.   More information will be 
coming home in a few weeks regarding this.  In the meantime, if you have any questions please don’t hesitate 
to let us know.   ~Mrs. Goldthwaite and Mrs. Webb 

 

First Grade News 
The first month of school has flown by and it's hard to believe that we are already into the month of October!! 

 

A few weeks ago your child was administered the DIBELS test which is a one minute reading test to determine if a child 

has a reading weakness. Each child was tested in letter naming, segmenting words and reading nonsense words.  It is 

recommended that each child read for 15-20 minutes every night to help build fluency. The goal for the end of first 

grade is to read 40 words per minute with no errors. Also, the more your child reads at home the easier the school work 

will be for him/her.  

One goal that we will be working on this year with the students will be a writing goal. This goal will cover our writing 
standards and we will focus on spacing, capitalization, punctuation, staying on topic and proper letter formation. By the 
end of first grade your child should be able to produce a writing piece that covers these standards. We will work on 
various skills throughout the year to help your child achieve this goal. 

In science we will be studying bats, owls and spiders. We will do various activities with this unit of study and learn fun 
and interesting facts about these animals. The students are excited to learn about these "spooky" creatures this month! 



In math we will continue to work on our addition skills and related math facts. Mrs. Cetto's class has begun their Friday 
math centers where students will work on previously learned skills by rotating through centers.  ~Mrs. Cetto and Mrs. 
Richardson 

Second Grade News 
The students are reading stories from their Open Court reading book, as well as independent and read-aloud 
stories. We are working on many comprehension strategies.  Some of these strategies include monitoring for 
meaning, inferencing, and making connections. In math, students have been working on skills to improve 
Number Sense, such as, place value of hundreds tens, and ones, using < > =. We are also practicing fact 
families. 

Language and writing skills that we are continuing to practice are:  constructing sentences using correct 
capitalization and punctuation marks, recognizing nouns and verbs, and doing creative writing stories. We will 
be sending home weekly practice stories for your child to read. Please read with your child every night. Also, 
please remember to practice the weekly spelling words with your child. 

 

Just a heads up... the second grade classes will be working on an October homework assignment about 
Nocturnal Animals, which is due October 25th. If there are any questions or comments, please feel free to 
contact us through the agenda, or by e-mail.  Mrs. Arpide and Ms. Gesner 
 

Grade 3 News  

It's hard to believe that October is already half over! We have been very busy within our third grade 
classrooms. Our math and reading groups have been “switching” every day in the mornings for math, and then 
in the afternoons for reading. This allows the students the opportunity to experience different methods of 
instruction, while being able to move within the classroom, to different activities and stations. So far, we are 
finding this to be a successful way to learn! 

Our students have been administered the fall DIBELS assessment, as well as the fall benchmark assessments 
for reading and math. Progress monitoring has begun for those students who did not read at the current 
benchmark for DIBELS, and will continue until that goal is reached. We are very fortunate to have the 
expertise and teaching time of Mrs. Franck and Mrs. Rouleau to assist with classroom activities as well as 
progress monitoring and extra practice. 

Individual activities and projects are assigned within Mrs. St. Jean and Mrs. Heuer's classrooms. We thank you 
for your contributions and assistance with these projects, homework, and consistent communication. Please 
feel free to contact us with any questions or concerns! 

Have a safe and happy October!  ~ Mrs. St. Jean and Mrs. Heuer 

Grade 4 News 

Mrs. Robinson’s class is continuing their study of animals. We have learned about reptiles, amphibians and 
fish. We will be learning about birds and mammals this month. (Ask your students what a vertebra is?) 
In Social Studies we have made maps and we will be learning about longitude and latitude. We will be making 
models of the world soon. The students are also very interested in the states and capitals, we have started in 
the northeast region, and we will continue studying the states and capitals in the other regions this year. See if 
your child can tell you what states are in the northeast region. 



 
In math we have been working on fractions. We have learned how to divide a circle into ½, 1/3, ¼, 1/6, 1/8, 
and 1/12. We also talked about equivalent fractions. We will be doing more with fractions later in the year. 
We need to begin working with multiplication.  The addition and subtraction time tests you have been doing 
at home with your students will soon be multiplication. You will be able to see your child’s improvement as 
you time them each day or check their answers. 

We also have been doing a lot of writing and sharing in our classroom. Ask your child to share some of their 
stories with you. We are writing monster stories that some of us will be making into books. We have some 
very good writers this year. 

We finished reading How to Eat Fried Worms.  We will begin reading Frindle this month. 
 
 

 

Upcoming Events and Dates:  

Oct. 21- 7:00 pm- town meeting- Athol Town Hall- Voting on the new elementary school building project. Contact the 
YMCA for possible available (free) childcare to allow you to attend this event 
Oct. 30- District half day, noon dismissal, lunch is served 
Nov. 4- Parent/Teacher Organization Meeting- 6:00 pm- school café, childcare is provided and all families are welcome 
Nov. 8- Veterans’ Day Program 
Nov. 11- Veterans’ Day holiday- no school 
Nov.  12- Picture re-take day 
 
Warm Regards ~    Mrs. Ellis and the faculty and staff of Pleasant Street School 



Pleasant Street School  

2014 Art Calendar 
Prepublication Order Form 

Yes! I want to order this beautiful calendar featuring original art work 

by students of the Pleasant Street School.  

 

_________ Total number of calendars ordered @ prepublication price 

of $12 per calendar. 

 

_________ Total amount included.  Please make checks payable to: 

Pleasant Street School and include this form with your order. 

 

Proceeds from the sale of these 2014 Pleasant Street School Art 

Calendars will benefit arts programming and enrichment at the Pleasant 

Street School. 

 

Name: _______________________________________________________ 

Child’s name: __________________________________________________ 

Child’s teacher: ________________________________________________ 

 


